
Northmoor Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 7 March 2018   
Northmoor Village Hall

Parish Council Members Present

Dr G Shelton - Chairman
Mr P Winder 
Dr M. Sears
Mrs A Adams
Mrs S Woolford

Mr M Ryan (Clerk)

Apologies. District Councillors Hilary Fenton and Steve Good

Councillors and Public Present

County Councillor Charles Mathew. Parishioners Valerie Ryan, Steve Cooling, Helen
Hutchings, Jeremy & Rachael Cobbold, Alison Taylor, Reg Berry, Pat and Elizabeth
Hall  and three representatives  from Jack B Developments  Ltd,  Mr J Bowyer,  Mr
Jeremy Flawn from Bluestone Planning, and one other.

Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest. 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The  Minutes  of  the  Parish  Council  Meeting  on  the  14  February  2018  had  been
previously  circulated  to  Parish  Councillors.  The Minutes  were accepted  as  a  true
record and signed by the Chairman. 

Matters Arising. 

The Clerk reported that he had not received a reply from Castle Water to his query on
the invoice received in January.

The WW1 Commemoration proposal was progressing with a meeting planned for the
15 March.

The Clerk had received and passed on Mr Kirkpatrick’s request on whether Hanson
had satisfied the preconditions prior to starting production. The County replied that it
had prior to the token start made in 2013.

Item 4/5. Reports from Councillors and questions from Parishioners.

County Councillor Charles Mathew reported he had a locality fund of £15,000 for
funding projects in parishes within his district.
Charles also confirmed the report last month from District Councillor Hilary Fenton
that a Growth Deal of £210M had been agreed between Central Government and a
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combined approach from Oxfordshire’s District and County Councils, the Oxfordshire
Growth Board. This included £70M for affordable housing and major infrastructure
projects.

Parish Councillor Maureen Sears reported that the AGM for the Northmoor Village
hall  would take place in the evening of 22 March to which all  parishioners  were
welcome.

Councillor Bella Adams reported she had a number of Message in the Fridge bottles
for distribution. With reference to Lifeline, Councillor Peter Winder said that there
was a less costly service, Eldercare, provided via OCC.

Councillor Sharon Woolford expressed concern over the state of the Standlake Road
at the junction with Cow Lane. The Clerk reported that he had listed it on Fix My
Street. 
Sharon also asked about progress on the damaged wall at Windrush Place. The Clerk
reported that he had mailed the bus company.

Item 6 The General Data Protection Regulations.

His  item  was  deferred  to  a  later  meeting.  The  Clerk  said  the  Regulations  were
complex and onerous and he needed more time to better understand them.

Item 7. Finance 

The `clerk advised the Council that there were regulations in force that now did not
require Parish Councils with turnovers under £25,000 p.a. to submit their accounts to
external audit, and he would be bringing this matter back to Council after the current
financial year-end

Councillors approved the following payments: -

Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils annual subscription £135.06

 Item 6. Planning. 

18/00320/FUL Jack B Developments. Erection of eight dwellings at Bints Yard,
Chapel Lane. The initial discussion at the February meeting of this Council had been
adjourned to allow for more research to be carried out. 

Graham Shelton,  Chairman of  the  Council  reviewed the earlier  discussion  and in
referring to the Parish Council’s guidelines on Planning Applications that had been
drawn up a few years previously said that he felt that a degree of affordable housing
was a necessary inclusion for this parish council to support any application for the
development of this parcel of land.

Mr Flawn of Bluestone Planning explained that there was no requirement within the
Planning Rules for a development of this size to include a provision of affordable
housing and he believed that the proposed development of housing was preferable to
the land being used for commercial activities.
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The view expressed  by Councillor  Maureen  Sears  that  rural  communities  needed
housing that was affordable for professional groups such as teachers and nurses was
supported by the other Councillors, and Councillor Bella Adams added that the need
was for affordable housing not just social housing.

Reference  was  made  to  the  hope  that  Section  106  monies  from  the  Park  Farm
development could be used on this project. Section 106 agreements are drafted when
it is considered that a development will have significant impacts on the local area that
cannot be moderated by means of conditions attached to a planning decision. They
commonly  include  obligations  relating  to  public  open spaces,  affordable  housing,
education and highways. 

The discussion continued from those present with views expressed of concern that the
failure to secure housing for the site could result in unwelcome commercial use.
The Council members were unanimous that the absence of affordable housing in the
present application could not be supported.

Correspondence 

Jody  Kerman,  Trading  Standards  Office.  A report  on  the  ANPR  camera  at
Newbridge  that  had  recorded  and  identified  330  vehicles  crossing  the  bridge  in
contravention of the weight limit. Warning letters had been sent to the majority with
just seven cases for likely prosecution.

WODC Local Plan Consultation. Notice that following recommendations from the
Inspector a further consultation of the Local Plan had been published.

There were a number of journals and advertising literature sent to the Council since
the last meeting.

Any Other Business. 

There was no other business for the Council to consider.

There being no other business the Meeting ended at 9.35 pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to take place on Wednesday 11 April
2018

Signed………………………………….Date…11/04/2018
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